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ABSTRACT

1

The cognitive complexities of emotions and individualized coping
strategies make it a difficult space for design. Collecting first-person
data can provide nuanced understanding of the lived experience of
emotional life, to better inform the design of wearable technologies
for emotional self-regulation. We present a preliminary study of our
first-person phenomenological approach to autobiographical design. The methodology is unique for the intertwining of emotional
activities and mindfulness exercises, as a strategy for controlling
emotional repercussions. Self-observation and documentation included journaling and sketching using the Inside-Out Probe workbook, followed by material prototyping and testing in-the-wild. The
Breathing Scarf prototype embodies the design considerations. In
designing for one to support personalized self-regulation strategies, key considerations include designing for personal comfort,
ownership, and individual-over-social meaning-making. Of equal
importance in the design research process are the well-being of the
designer/researcher, the ability to self-regulate emotions, and the
ethics of care and emotion work.

In recent years, mental health and emotional well-being have become important topics on national healthcare agendas. Along with
psychological therapy approaches [5], we have witnessed a corresponding rise in mindfulness meditation [54, 55] as a practical
and accessible tool open to anyone who wishes to gain agency in
their own mental health care, as well as learning to self-regulate
their emotions. Emotional regulation is the ability to effectively
manage and respond to an emotional experience [88]. Emotional disregulation can lead to severe psychological distress, which can, in
turn, lead to mental health disorders and addictions [1, 10, 46, 100].
There are many positive coping strategies to help strengthen emotional regulation [43, 66]; a common strategy is attention to breath
(ATB). ATB is a simple exercise in mindfulness meditation where
the practitioner focuses on taking slow deep breaths. Research has
shown that ATB can help practitioners stabilize and regulate their
emotions [24, 30, 111].
Prior research in human-computer interaction (HCI) has explored a variety of interactive technologies to assist people with
emotional regulation to improve their health and well-being [16–
18, 33, 53]. Wearable technology in particular has employed biofeedback data to assist with emotional self-regulation [40, 41, 111].
However the cognitive complexities of emotions and individualized coping strategies make it a difficult space for design. One size
does not fit all. Instead of designing for the mass market, an alternative approach with roots in craft-based jewelry design is to
design for one. Crafting a bespoke design for a client is common in
practices of jewellery design when working with traditional materials to produce objects of personal significance [61]. Introducing
electronics and digital interactivity into the realm of jewelry opens
up new opportunities for design, yet simultaneously complicates
the design process and the final product [59]. This is especially so
when designing to support individual preferences for emotional
self-regulation.
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Figure 1: [Top Image] The design researcher wearing the final prototype entitled The Breathing Scarf. [Bottom Image]
The prototype The Breathing Scarf lying on a table.
To better understand this design space, we turned to first-person
autobiographical design research [76]. First-person research investigates the lived experience of a single participant or a group of
participants which can be used to inform design [23, 48, 68, 76].
For our study, we are interested in a single user’s emotional experiences to inform the design of a piece of wearable technology to
support emotional self-regulation. To collect the data we developed
a workbook which includes activities of writing and sketching to
understand the lived experience of the design researcher. A important contribution of the methodology is the Inside-Out Probe
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Workbook. It is adapted from Cochrane et al. [15] by customizing
it for the design space of emotional self-regulation, and adding designerly sketching activities for reflection and ideation. Comparable
to Neustaedter and Sengers, our approach uses "extensive, genuine
usage by those creating or building the system" [76, p. 514].
Although many researchers in HCI collect first-person data
through a group of users or researchers [15, 48, 76, 92], we are
interested in exploring how to design for the self to support personalized emotion regulation practices. Our rationale in designing for
the self of the design researcher first, prior to designing for a client,
is to explore and test methods for eliciting individual experiences of
emotional situations and potential strategies to learn and practice
self-regulation of emotions assisted by wearable technology. We
cast this as an ethical issue of designers using their own bodies and
lived experiences to gain an empathic understanding of emotional
life, and associated concerns and risks, before asking clients and
users to participate in any design or research process requiring
emotion work [47, 48].
The aim of the study is to explore how designing for one (or in
this case the design researcher) can produce bespoke wearables
that support personalized emotion regulation. The paper presents
data collected from the second author of the paper where both the
first and second author worked collaboratively to analyze the firstperson data and design the prototype. The second author crafted
the final prototype. For the rest of the paper, we will refer to the
second author as the design researcher. The design research process
adopted a first-person phenomenological approach to autobiographical design, which included self-observation of emotion-triggering
activities, interleaved with a mindfulness breathing exercise, journalling and sketching, crafting and prototyping, self-testing and
evaluation of prototypes. The resultant prototype The Breathing
Scarf (Figure 1), a hand-crafted wearable scarf with embedded electronics, incorporated the positive coping strategy of ATB into the
interaction design through personalized choices regarding display
of biodata. The scarf collected galvanic skin response data through
DIY sensors, which triggered the fading LEDs as a guide for the
ATB exercise. Detail about the use of sensor list can be seen in Table
1.
In the paper, we review the literature on emotional regulation
with particular attention to mindfulness-based breathing, emotional regulation technology in HCI, the fusion of wearable technology and jewelry, and finally, first-person research in HCI. Then
we describe our study design, followed by the results of the selfexperimentation and observation activities, the design ideation,
material exploration and prototyping activities, and the self-testing
and evaluation activities. The discussion explores a set of design
considerations related to desired qualities of the product, as well
as the design process. In designing for one to support personalized
self-regulation strategies, key considerations include designing for
personal comfort, ownership, and individual-over-social meaningmaking. We also reflect upon key concerns in the design research
process of the well-being of the designer/researcher and the ability
to self-regulate emotions, as well as the ethics of care and emotion
work. We conclude with our contributions of a design research case
study, the Inside-Out Probe workbook, a design research methodology suited to exploring emotional experiences and self-regulation
strategies, and a hand-crafted wearable prototype The Breathing

Breathing Scarf

TEI ’22, February 13–16, 2022, Daejeon, Republic of Korea

Scarf that embodies the design considerations. We outline directions for future research, including the challenge of how to translate
designing for one from the design researcher’s lived emotional experience to co-designing with a client who wishes to incorporate
an emotional self-regulation practice into a bespoke wearable.
Prototype/
Electronic
components

Main board

GSR sensor

LED Light

Prototype
Version 1

Lily pad

Yes

Prototype
Version 2

Arduino Uno

Yes

Yes

Prototype
Version 3

Arduino Uno

Yes

Yes

Force sensor

Yes

Table 1: Table summarising the different versions of the prototypes in terms of electronic components.

2 RELATED WORK
2.1 Emotional Regulation
According to Gross, emotional regulation is defined as "the processes by which individuals influence which emotions they have,
when they have them, and how they experience and express these
emotions" [33, p. 1]. It has a pivotal role in our health and wellbeing. A large and growing body of literature concludes that our
physical and psychological well-being is affected by our emotional
state and that the body, mind, and emotions are interconnected
[3, 22, 36, 60, 81, 108]. There are different types of emotional regulations strategies that vary from person to person [110]. Two of the
more popular methods for emotional regulation include cognitive
reappraisal and expressive suppression. People use these two strategies to daily manage their emotions and to cope with everyday
activities [88].
Cognitive reappraisal is considered a positive coping strategy
and is an attempt to reframe an emotional circumstance to a different meaning and emotional impact [34, 62]. It refers to the reorganization of emotion and re-evaluates the lived experience to
change the way a person thinks. Expression suppression refers to
hiding, suppressing, or reducing emotional lived experiences; it
is a process of pressing down strong emotions [33, 35]. For example, if you are late to a meeting, you could rethink the situation
instead of getting frustrated in yourself, by saying to yourself "life
happens" (cognitive reappraisal), or suppress the frustration with
a smile but on the inside remaining quite frustrated with yourself
(expressive suppression). Researchers have concluded that reappraisal is healthier than suppression, implying that suppression can
negatively affect your health and well-being [39, 51]. Neural-based
studies also indicated that reappraisal and suppression are effective
for emotional regulation but have different efficacy, and reappraisal
works faster than suppression [31, 57]. Other strategies such as
avoidance (avoiding the situations) [9], capitalizing (expanding the
positive emotions) [62], and problem-focused coping (finding a
way to deal with stressful situations) [63], have different effects on
different emotions. Another strategy for emotional self-regulation
is interoceptive awareness (IA). IA involves recognizing one’s physiological state and understanding internal sensations [28, 72, 84]. It

has the potential to help people regulate their negative emotions,
which will help improve their emotional regulation [26, 67, 74, 82].
It requires a person to be self-aware [19]. There are opportunities in
wearable technology to collect biofeedback to increase a person’s
IA.
In addition to the diversity of emotion regulation strategies and
the efficacy of strategies, emotional regulation varies across individual people, for example, through personality and cultural differences [6, 39, 71, 78, 85, 86]. Everyone’s lifestyle, living environment,
culture, and personality are different, resulting in considerable variation in emotional regulation strategy preferences. These discrepancies make it difficult for designers to select appropriate emotional
regulation strategies during the design process. As a result, when
humans and their emotions become the protagonists of the design, we must consider the uniqueness of everyone’s emotions. The
improper use of emotion regulation strategies may harm users’
physical and psychological well-being [110].
It can be difficult to get into the right mindset during an intense emotional experience, where a person can initiate cognitive
reappraisal. The breathing exercise in mindfulness meditation has
the potential to help people get into a state of mind for cognitive
reappraisal [13, 24, 29]. According to Jon Kabat-Zinn, one of the
founders of secular mindfulness meditation, paying attention to
the present moment non-judgmentally can be practiced through
paying attention to the act of breathing [54–56]. Deep breathing
has shown many benefits for emotional regulation, and researchers
have shown ATB can be used to refresh the mind and decreases the
negative effects of emotional experiences [96].

2.2

Emotional Regulation Technology in HCI

Researchers in HCI have explored how technology inventions can
assist people with emotional regulation to improve their health
and well-being using various emotion regulation strategies [16–
18, 33, 53]. Using notifications is one strategy popularised in commercial devices and apps. For instance, The Bellabeat [7], not only
can track steps and other pieces of body data similar to other wearable sensors but also tracks breathing with a core focus on encouraging deep diaphragmatic breathing during mindfulness meditation.
Sadka and Antle [89] conducted a literature review looking at opportunities and challenges for designing for emotional regulation
in HCI. Important points to note are firstly, there are no clear guidelines for visual representations of emotional data. Secondly, the
researchers noted that there were challenges in providing both
representation of emotional data in the moment and periods of
reflection after the experience. Through the process and the collection of first-person data, we propose a new method which will
both provide real-time data and a reflective period of the experience
which will help inform the design of the prototype.
Looking at the design and development of wearable technology
for emotional regulation in HCI for adults, there are two notable
projects that can be discussed to understand opportunities for future development in the space. Hao et al. [42] developed a braincomputer interface which collected the user’s emotional arousal
data and translated it to LED lights on a bracelet. The researchers
noted that the participants did not know how to regulate their
emotions in a short time period in a lab setting. The researchers
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focused on visualizing emotional arousal which is a common practice in wearable technology. We are interested in combining the
visualization of emotional arousal data in a wearable with a positive
coping strategy to support periods of high arousal. There was no
discussion in the study on changing the behaviour of their participants. Azevedo et al. [4] developed doppel, a wearable device which
sent the user a calming pulse whenever their emotional arousal
increased due to writing and presenting a speech. Overall the device
seemed to positively calm the participants during an emotionally
intense activity. However, it is unclear how the device would be
implemented outside of the lab as the study was a one-off event
and was not tested outside the lab.
To our knowledge there are limited studies in HCI that have
designed and developed screenless wearable prototypes from the
lived experience of participants to support emotional regulation.
Our research addresses this gap to explore how first-person data
can be collected to inform the design and development of a wearable
for emotional regulation.

2.3

Wearable technology and jewelry

Jewelry practitioners and researchers have looked at how jewelry
can be both fashionable and functional. Jewelry is one of the oldest
craft practices in the world, and with the popularity of wearable
technology, craftspeople are beginning to modernize their practice
[59]. Koulidou and Mitchell [59] emphasized how there has been a
heavy focus on wearable technology development in HCI, rather
than the message of the piece. They also note that wearable technology has the potential to work beyond "wealth, class, conformity
or aesthetic display ... [and can showcase their personal values
along with] a number of questions concerned with preciousness,
identity and wearability" [59, p. 2]. Similarly, a strong critique of
wearable technology in HCI by Jain [50] is the focus on technology
development, rather than wearability. However, design researchers
are shifting to more creative works that bring back the values of
traditional jewelry making.
Heiss et al. [44] co-designed a necklace that monitored the heart.
They argue that co-designing with craftspeople, engineers, and
health practitioners from the beginning of the design process creates more interesting and aesthetically pleasing pieces of wearable
technology. Wallace et al. [105] developed a piece of jewelry that
rotated through images of a deceased person that gives the user
personal emotional values and significance with the piece of wearable technology. Frey et al. [27] developed a pendant where the
wearer aligns their breath with the fading LEDs; a similar strategy
to our use of ATB, yet we delve deeper into personal preferences
regarding the public visibility of emotional data. HCI researchers
are at the beginnings of conversations around the opposition to
standardization and the support of diversification [40, 101], towards
bespoke and personalised technology designs.
However, more design exploration in HCI could push these ideas
of co-design further by engaging the user in the design process
and assist them in developing their own piece of technology to
support their own body, emotions, and materiality needs. Spiel [101]
emphasizes that traditionally, designs represent a constrained set of
bodies and there is a need to look at a broad range of representations
– there is no singular body and everybody is significant. Designers
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should consider the uniqueness of the body. There are opportunities
to build upon current literature using first-person research methods
to develop unique pieces of technology that are meaningful for
the wearer and assist in the self-regulation process of emotional
regulation.

2.4

First Person Research in HCI

In this paper, we are defining first-person research as study of the
subjective self in terms of "the lived experience associated with
cognitive and mental events" [104, p. 1]. In HCI, there has been an
increase in research that uses first-person enquiry to help define
personal experiences while using technology [68]. An emerging
research-through-design approach in HCI is first-person. However,
using the prototype by the researchers often goes unreported in
papers [45]. The first-person design process leverages long-term
usage of design prototypes that supports fast tinkering in an early
innovation stage and helps develop unique new design ideas. It
also helps reveal real needs from detailed and subtle understanding,
which might be hard for other methods to discover through the
data as analysis might find these moments unremarkable [48, 68,
107]. In addition, the approach itself provides a process to enhance
self-awareness and understanding. Other researchers have recalled
that the design and development of their prototype in first-person
research helped them look at their own practice in a different light.
For instance, Reed and McPherson note that through a first-person
account, they gained the ability to measure and become aware of
unconscious actions that became visible while interacting with the
prototype [87].
Popular ways first-person methods have been formally reported
in HCI include when the researchers use the prototype in their
own homes [12, 23, 68, 76] and somatic design [15, 45, 48]. Somatic
design, sometimes called soma design or somaesthetic design, is
a design approach where the prototypes are developed through
explorations with the body and movement [93]. The subjectivity
of individual body experience and the related topics of physical
and emotional uniqueness has brought attention to first-person
study for designing wearables [48]. However, there is limited detail
on how the first-person methods are formally used in the design
process of the prototype as papers do not extensively discuss the iterative process, do not report on the initial design and development
phase, nor use the first-person method to test an already developed
prototype.
Within first-person data collection methods, HCI researchers
often focus on using extensive interview techniques to understand
the lived experience with the prototype [12, 23, 68, 76]. For example,
Cas and Zhang [92] interviewed nine designers about their emotions during their design process, whereas Heshmat, Neustaedter
and Debrincat [45] developed extensive interview questions to understand how Monuments, an always-on video recorder integrated
into the homes of the researchers. However, we were interested
in looking at alternative data collection methods that are easy to
administer without other researchers being involved in the daily collection of data. We began looking at other phenomenological data
collection methods and how the research methods have been used in
HCI research. Along with interviews, Cochrane et al. [15] designed
an Inside-Out Probe workbook that was used as a probe in the
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Phase 1: Data Collection with Workbook 1
•

Day 1 Task: with prototype version 1

•

Day 2 to Day 16 Task: with prototype version 2

Prototype
Version 1 & 2

No prototype
Required

Phase 1: Data Analysis with Workbook 1
•

POMS-SF results calculate the total mood disturbance (TMD) score to identify the emotion that
needs assistance.

•

All visual data (drawing, texture, model) are categorized based on emotions and tasks (happy, sad,
anger, fear, social experiment, calm).

•

Use the thematic analysis method to analyse all the text data (stream of consciousness writing,
open-ended questions).
Designing
Prototype version 3

Phase 2: Iterative Design Process
•

Iteration 1, 2 and 3
Prototype
version 3

Phase 3: Prototype Testing with Workbook 2
•

Day 1 to Day 8: with prototype version 3.

Phase 3: Data Analysis with Workbook 2

No prototype
required

•

POMS-SF results calculate the total mood disturbance (TMD) score. Compare to the result from
workbook 1.

•

Use the thematic analysis method to analyse all the text data (stream of consciousness writing,
open-ended questions). Compare the result to Phase 1.

•

Layering the body map of Fear and Anger, compare to the layering body map of all the
Mindfulness practices.
Figure 2: Process diagram of the whole study split up into three phases.

interview during five workshops with novice and expert walking
meditation practitioners. The Inside-Out Probe workbook (which
included a non-judgmental stream of consciousness writing, written questions, and body mapping) was of interest to our research
due to the accessibility of potentially using a similar method to
collect daily lived experience data. Originally developed for healthcare treatment and assessment, body maps give users an outline of
the body where they can sketch or write any notes about bodily
experiences during a specific experience [21, 25, 73, 79, 90, 91]. In
HCI, body maps are becoming popular in somatic research and
soma design, especially in the design of wearable technology to
understand lived bodily experiences. For instance, Søndergaard et
al. [99] developed a prototyping kit titled Menarche Bits which can
be used by young adolescents to create wearable technology for

their menstruating bodies. The kit was initially developed through
movement practices and sketching body maps. Another method
used in the exploratory process before the initial design of a prototype is Mah, Loke and Hespanhol’s [69] first-person research
approach that included documenting the practice of a daily compassion cultivation technique using stream of consciousness writing
and body maps after each session. The study is notable for the contemplative framework that highlights the need for mind training of
the designer/researcher to more keenly be able to self-observe the
dynamic patterns of cognitive, emotional and somatic experience.
Of particular relevance for our study is their recommendation to
carefully consider the intensity and timing of the self-observation
sessions for data collection, with regards to the well-being of the
design researcher.
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Phase One Inside-Out Probe Workbook
Emotional Activity Probe Content

Mindfulness Practice Probe Content

Q1. The stream of consciousness writing task: "No rules, no judgement, no grammar…simple write whatever comes to mind. Spend 5 – 10 minutes on this".
Q2. The stream of consciousness drawing task: "No rules, no judgement...simply drawing whatever comes to mind to create an image. Spend 2-5 minutes on this".
Q3. The stream of consciousness texture task: "No rules, no judgement... using paper to create any texture to represent your feeling. Spend 2-5 minutes on this”.
Q4. The stream of consciousness paper modelling task: "No rules, no judgement... using any material to create a rough 3D model. You can incorporate the data above.
Spend 2-5 minutes on this”.
Q5. Body maps: "Visual markings of self-observation of body state, with textual annotations. Use colour pencils and a pen. Spend about 5 minutes on this”.
Q6. Open-ended questions: "Follow the directed questions below. Each question
has its own answer sheet. Some of the answers may be expressed by drawing on
the body maps”.
a). Can you feel the device on the body? Please describe how you feel when
you wear it.
b). Do you notice any part of your body when you were doing the task? Is
this attention shifting? In what form?
c). Describe your emotional changes before, during and after the task.
d). Describe your emotional changes before, during and after the task.
e). Was there a moment when you felt like the devices resonated with your
emotions? Or do you feel like devices are part of your body at some point?

Q6. Open-ended questions: "Follow the directed questions below. Each question
has its own answer sheet. Some of the answers may be expressed by drawing on
the body maps”.
a). Describe your thoughts during the task activity
b). Do you notice any part of your body when you sit still? Is this attention
shifting? In what form?
c). Describe your emotional changes before, during and after the task.
d). Do you feel the urge to express your emotions? Record any body
movement or behaviour.

Q7. Post-Short form of the Profile of mood states (POMS-SF) self-test.

Figure 3: The Inside-Out Probe Workbook data collection for phase one

3

STUDY DESIGN

To explore how designing for the self can produce bespoke wearables that support personalized emotion regulation, we set up a
first-person autobiographical design study of the design researcher.
For this study, we focused on understanding the lived experience
of emotional activities and the positive coping strategy of ATB.
It is important to point out that the researcher whose data was
collected in the study does not have any diagnosed mental health
or addictions, and instead wanted to develop a prototype to help
strengthen their emotional regulation to cope with daily stress.
The three month long study was structured into three main
phases (Figure 2). Phase one involved a period of self-observation
and documentation of emotion-triggering activities to understand
the lived experience of emotions, and to identify opportunities and
preferences for emotional self-regulation strategies. The Inside-Out
Probe method provided a structured approach to data collection,
including journalling and sketching. It is based on the work of
Cochrane et al. [15], adapted for this study with additional data
collection and designerly methods that can be used to inform the
design of a piece of wearable technology for emotional regulation.
The first version of the prototype was worn to collect arousal data,
using a galvanic skin response (GSR) sensor attached to the left
hand. Version 2 added a single RGB LED, which was programmed
to display red (high arousal) or blue (low arousal) depending on
the arousal data measured. It formed the basis of the input and output system of the evolving prototype. Phase two involved design
work of ideation, material exploration and prototyping of a piece
of wearable technology for emotional self-regulation, informed by
the findings of the previous phase. It resulted in prototype version

3, the Breathing Scarf. A force sensor was added to measure breathing through belly expansion/contraction. Table 1 summarises the
versions of the prototypes. Phase three involved self-testing and
evaluation of the wearable prototype (version 3), following a similar
method to Phase one.
In the following sections, we will introduce the procedures and
methods for each phase then the results.

4

PHASE ONE: UNDERSTANDING
EMOTIONAL EXPERIENCES

Phase one consisted of the design researcher participating in a structured daily activity and filling out the Inside-Out Probe workbook
for 16 days, alternating between days where the researcher participated in emotionally tolling everyday activities or in the positive
coping strategy of ATB. Each of the daily activities ranged from 30
minutes to 1 hour. The reason for the alternating days was twofold.
Firstly, it helped the researcher reset and take care of their mental
and emotional well-being. Secondly, the ATB exercises data can
be compared to the emotionally everyday taxing activities to help
understand the difference between emotionally intense and calm
experiences. This data helped inform the design of the prototype.
In phase one, the design researcher explored emotional trigger
tasks for four basic emotional experiences, including happiness,
sadness, fear, and anger. The tasks were based on the "Three Primary Color Model of Basic Emotions [37], which stimulate the four
basic emotions of "happiness," "sadness," "fear and anger" through
"reward," "punishment" and "stress." This helped us explore which
emotions will be used to inform the design of the prototype. Details
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on the activities can be found in Table 2. After the emotional activity, she listened to a 3-minute mindfulness exercise called "Calming
Anxiety" on the Calm mobile application [64]. During overwhelming emotions, we sometimes become "numb or distract ourselves
away from [the emotion]" [32, p. xv] which would make it difficult
to use the workbook. Therefore, we used the 3-minute mindfulness
exercise to refocus and be able to properly recall the activity. Once
focused, she filled out the Inside-Out Probe workbook. During the
mindfulness activity, she listened to the "deep concentration" mindfulness exercises for 20 minutes on the Calm mobile application.
Both exercises of the app were narrated ATB exercises.

4.1

Inside-Out Probe Workbook

The Inside-Out Probe Workbook was filled out every day after each
exercise (Figure 3). It consisted of a stream of consciousness writing
exercise, sketching, design paper textures, and paper models of the
experience, body mapping, open-ended questions (different questions for emotional activity and mindfulness), and the short form
of the Profile of Mood States (POMS-SF). POMS-SF is a 37-item
questionnaire that is commonly used to measure psychological
distress[20]. Studies proved that this short version test could provide a valid alternative to the original version of POSM[20].

4.2

Analysis of Phase One Data

Thematic analysis is "a method for identifying, analyzing, and reporting patterns (themes) within data. It minimally organizes and
describes your data set in (rich) detail" [8, p. 6]. It is a method that
has been widely used for qualitative research [8, 38]. The stream
of consciousness writing and five open-ended questions were independently coded using thematic analysis by the first and second
author. Codes from the emotional and mindfulness activities were
coded separately.
The result of POSM-SF is used to calculate the Total Mood Disturbance (TMD) score, which refers to negative mood and has been
widely used in psychology [14, 83].The process of calculation was
based on that of Nanayama Tanaka et al. [75]. The POSM–SF result
can indicate seven emotional states, which include Anger-Hostility
(AH), Confusion-Bewilderment (CB), Depression-Dejection (DD),
Fatigue-Inertia (FI), Vigor-activity (VA), and Friendliness (F). The
measurement formula of TMD is (AH + CB + DD + FI + TA) –VA.
The value of TMD represents the scale of negative emotions from
the participant; the higher the TMD, the more negative emotions
the participant experienced.
The purpose of the visual data in this study is to inform the design and find the design researcher’s visual language and aesthetic
preference. For this purpose, the raw visual data from the sketches,
texture and models were classified according to different emotions,
and the visual data were developed and recreated through the collage of the data to obtain more abstract visual representations of
emotions. Then, the design researcher reflected on the analyzed
data and described the visual development image with words. It
mainly reflects the four categories of "shape," "texture," "color," and
"material," as they are essential for the design. We established a simple visual database based on the reflection text. Finally, the research
team developed the prototype from the visual preference analysis.
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5 PHASE ONE: RESULT
5.1 Key Themes Describing Emotional and
Mindfulness Experiences from Phase One
Inside-Out Probe Workbook
Attention. We coded the first theme "attention" in both the emotional activities probe and mindfulness activities probe. With the
emotional activities, during intense emotional situations, the attention was primarily focused on the body, whereas on calm days, the
attention was primarily focused on the activity or environment,
not on emotions or the prototype. For instance, in moments of
calmness (such as day 3’s activity of watching a comedy movie), the
researcher was "very focused on the comedy, [and] did not feel the
device on [her] body". Whereas on day 9 during the angry activity,
the researcher could "hear tiny little sounds in [her] room, and
[she] wanted to cover [herself] with a blanket to give [her] some
emotional support."
During the ATB mindfulness activity, at first it was difficult to
focus on the meditation practice. However, every day except one
day, she was able to refocus her mind to her breath. On day 2 she
reported she "had nothing to think about, and [she] felt hungry.
It’s a little difficult to concentrate while doing mindfulness, but the
longer [she] spent on mindfulness, the more focused [she became]".
Day 10 was the only day that she could not focus on the mindfulness
practice. "Because I was dealing with something that made me
angry before I started Mindfulness ... I need to calm down and stay
focused, but it seems like I can’t calm down, I can’t clear my mind".
Some days are distracting, and it can be difficult to get into the
practice. However, there are opportunities on days that are difficult
to calm down to use a wearable prototype to help support breathing
exercises.
In the data, there are opportunities to support the researcher
through the prototype by shifting the attention from negative emotional experiences to a focus on the prototype and encourage positive coping strategies. Most days the researcher found ATB supported emotional regulation. During days 13 and 15, when her
emotions were difficult to handle, she decided to start focusing on
her breath. When she calmed down, the light shifted to blue LEDs,
which were programmed to turn blue in response to a lower arousal
reading from the galvanic skin response sensor.
Breathing. The second theme "breathing" was found in both
the emotional activities probe and mindfulness activities probe.
The design researcher’s attention was directed to her breath as
recorded in her reflection in the Inside-Out Probe Workbook. At the
beginning of the data collection period, breathing was a core focus
during the ATB mindfulness activities. During calm mindfulness
activities, there was a focus on breathing movement and circulation,
whereas in negative emotional activities, there was shortness in the
breath. During day 2 the researcher reports "Most of the time, I am
counting my breath. After taking a deep breath, my attention starts
to focus on my chest, and my neck can feel waves of energy where
I breathe." During emotional experiences, such as day 10 during the
mindfulness exercise, the researcher found her breath was short
and there are opportunities to develop a prototype to focus on
the breath to encourage a calm and relaxed state of mind. In the
emotional activity probe, breathing was not reported until days
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Days

Task

Triggered emotion

Test environment

Prototype version

1

Eat a sweet dessert

Happy

Indoor

V1

2

Mindfulness Practice

Calm

Indoor

V2

3

Read a sad story

Sad

Indoor

V2

4

Mindfulness Practice

Calm

Indoor

V2

5

Watching a comedy for an hour

Happy

Indoor

V2

6

Mindfulness Practice

Calm

Indoor

V2

7

A day of fasting

Anger

Indoor

V2

8

Mindfulness Practice

Calm

Indoor

V2

9

Watch a horror movie for an hour

Fear

Indoor

V2

10

Mindfulness Practice

Calm

Indoor

V2

11

Wear the devices and talk to someone

Social experiment

Outside

V2

12

Mindfulness Practice

Calm

Indoor

V2

13

Watching a sad movie for an hour

Sad

Indoor

V2

14

Mindfulness Practice

Calm

Indoor

V2

15

Wear the device and walk on the street for 30 mins

Social experiment

Outside

V2

16

Mindfulness Practice

Calm

Indoor

V2

Table 2: Daily Tasks for Inside-Out Probe Workbook for phase one.

13 and 15. The researcher found that she had support during the
breathing exercises and wanted to embed that into the prototype.
The researcher felt that the LED output of the prototype validated
her emotional arousal level, and encouraged her to initiate ATB
when her emotional arousal was high. On Day 15, she commented,
"when [I saw the] red LED light-up to alert me, I felt as if it was
a friend who was trying to help and support me ... the design
gave me an alarm and notified my negative emotions, which broke
my concentration with the emotion so my anger could stay in a
comfortable range. When the blue LED lit up, I felt more connected
to my breath and it helped me calm down."

angry situations she reported her body felt heavier. There are opportunities for the prototype to physically support the body during
emotional activities.
During the ATB mindfulness activities, there was a shift of body
awareness between focus on the breath where the researcher reported she was fully immersed in ATB. When distracted (often by
the environment) or if she was struggling to focus on the practice,
she reported attention on her face and hands. During moments of
distraction, she reported that she was more aware of the prototype
connected to her hand. For example, on day 6 she reported, "I’m
not paying attention, and I can always feel my left hand wearing
the device."

Body Awareness. The theme "body awareness" appears in both
the emotional and mindfulness activity probes. Body awareness was
defined by anytime that the researcher was aware of her body [49].
During the emotional activities, the researcher reported a strong
focus on the body and a need for support during overwhelming
emotional situations. During positive emotional activities, the researcher reported an awareness of the device. For example, during
Day 11 on a calm activity, the researcher commented that she felt
her "arm and hand and wanted to keep the device in place." Whereas
during negative emotional activities, the researcher ignored the
device. During fear activities, she could feel her heartbeat, while in

Emotional Connection. We coded the theme "emotional connection" when the researcher reported on emotion during both types
of activities. During the emotional activities, she reported that it
was difficult to shift her attention from the emotions and body to
a calmer and collected state. On day 5 during the sad activity, the
researcher reported that the sadness felt like "tiny needles pricking
out of [her] chest" and she could only feel herself and her feelings.
She found it difficult to recover from that state. There are opportunities for the prototype to bring a person out of her negative
emotional experiences. Even with one LED light which can sometimes be difficult to alert the researcher of a change in emotional
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Categorise/
Collage

Anger Emotional Collage

Fear Emotional Collage

Mindfulness Collage

Mindfulness Collage

Shape

Messy shape, home in the
centre, needle.

The mesh, the fence, raised,
sharp spines

Round, wave line

Organic, stack, line, repeated
pattern, Like seaweed, up and
down

Texture

Moist, greasy, soft.

Hard, Sharp, with gaps

Smooth, soft, flowing line,
bouncy and solid

Soft and flat. More like a flat
pattern

Colour

Black and red, strong colour
contrast, colour shading.

Strong colour contrast

Material

Like mud, creamy.

Cotton, tread net, hard thorns

Light blue, white with a bright
Blue and light grey with some
colour in the centre (yellow
white colour
and red)
Clay, cotton, thread, plastic

Thin fabric, thread

Table 3: Two examples of emotional activity collages and two examples of mindfulness collages where we merged the data
from the sketches, textures, and 3D physical models.

arousal, she was able to notice it on day 15 where she successfully
practiced ATB during anger.
External Distraction. The theme "external distraction" can be
defined as any factors outside the control of the researcher. For the
emotional and mindfulness activity probes, the researcher reported
external distraction that obstructed her emotional regulation capability. During the emotional exercises, the researcher decided
to experiment to see if there were any opportunities to design a
prototype to be used both inside and outside the home. Wearing
the prototype outside the home, she reported insecurity and social
pressure. During the activities outside the home, she felt highly insecure, and people were looking at her more often than usual. Even
though random people on the street were not aware of the colour
meanings on day 11, she felt that they were "looking directly at
[her] inner emotions." However, in the home she felt the LEDs were
a great way to support her emotions. During the ATB mindfulness
activities, the design researcher reported that smelling food outside
her apartment distracted her practice on days 6, 8, 14 and 16, which
distracted her from her breath.

5.2

Stream of Consciousness Sketches,
Textures, and Models

We separated the sketches, textures, and 3D physical models into
emotional activities and mindfulness activities. Then we created
multiple collages that represented the visual data collected from
the mindfulness activities. For the emotional activities we created
collages for each emotion. After designing the collages, we categorized the collages into themes of shape, texture, color and materials.
Table 3 showcases two collages from the emotional activity probe
and two from the mindfulness activity probe. The collages were
used as visual inspiration for prototype version 3.

Figure 4: Layered body maps of mindfulness practices (left)
and fear and anger emotional activities (right).

5.3

Body Map

Through the written data, we can see there is a need for support during emotionally intense negative experiences. Therefore, to inform
the design of the final prototype, we overlapped the mindfulness
body maps and compared them to the most intense emotional activities, which were fear and anger. Looking at the body maps (Figure
4), we can see there is a lot of energy emanating out from the body
during the anger and fear emotional activities, whereas in mindfulness, there is a stronger focus internally. This informed us of our
placement of the wearable prototype. Through the data, we decided
to design a scarf that could be wrapped around the upper body to
support emotional experiences.

5.4

Body Storming

After analyzing the data from phase one Inside-Out Probe Workbook,
it was unclear as to the optimal location of the scarf on the upper
body. We decided to do a quick body storming activity to rate three
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during medium emotional arousal, the LEDs would turn purple and
during high emotional arousal, the LEDs would turn red.

6.2

Figure 5: Images of the prototype V1 (Left and Middle) and
V2 (Right) displaying a blue LED which shows low emotional arousal from the GSR.

different statements on a scale of 1 to 5, where 5 is strongly agree.
After the activity, we designed the prototype to drape across the
shoulders and hang down in the front of the body.

5.5

Short Form of Profile of Mood State
(POMS-SF) Phase One Inside-Out Probe
Workbook

The TMD score will show which activity has more negative moods
to identify the emotion that needs assistance and inform design
decisions. A higher TMD score represents higher negative moods.
During the mindfulness activities, the TMD scores had an average
of 3.4. During the design researcher’s anger and fear emotional
activities, she had a TMD average of 24. The TMD average for
sadness, happiness and the social experiment tasks were 12.8, 7.5, and 10.3. Compared with the TMD score for calm emotion
(Mindfulness activity), fear and anger had the highest TMD score,
indicating that the design researcher needs assistance to regulate
emotions of fear and anger.

6

PHASE TWO: ITERATIVE DESIGN OF THE
PROTOTYPE

Body Storming

Bodystorming is supported by theories of embodied cognition [80,
94, 95]; it requires designers to simulate or imagine the product
and use scenario. In this study, we are carrying out a bodystorming
practice based on Schleicher’s first way of using bodystorming:
"working the space or place in which the product you are designing
will ultimately be used" [94, p. 1]. We tested different ways to
wear the scarf and rated three categories: "comfort," "safety," and
"wearability" according to the wearing experience, with 0 as the
lowest score, and 5 as the highest score. This helped inform the
placement of the scarf (Table 4).
Results are reported for phase two Inside-Out Probe Workbook
and presented in the final prototype section below.

7

PHASE TWO: FINAL PROTOTYPE

By analyzing the data from phase one Inside-Out Probe Workbook
and the body storming activity, we built a final prototype (version
3) which we titled Breathing Scarf. The prototype is 152 cm by
24 cm with the fibre optics around 22 cm long. It is a scarf that
encourages the positive coping strategy Attention To Breath (ATB)
during emotionally taxing activities inside the home. The design
went through a process of sketching and collage; examples in Figure
7 present how we generated the design on paper.
The final prototype includes a hand-made wool scarf made by
the design researcher using a punch needle technique (Figure 1).
The inside layer where the micro-controller (Arduino) is housed is
set with silicone. There are a few holes in the scarf where the LEDs
stick out with fiber optics connected to them (Figure 8). The work
also includes two DIY GSR sensor pads (to track arousal) which are
connected to the index and middle finger on the left hand. Finally, a
stretchy piece of fabric is tied around the waist which holds a force
sensor in place to track breathing (Figure 9).

We began looking at the Inside-Out Probe Workbook data to inform
the design of a prototype for the design researcher to use in phase
three. The analysis above yielded that fear and anger were the most
unstable emotions, and thus given priority in the subsequent design
phase. The findings from the analysis of the data helped to inform
the design of a wearable scarf that used galvanic skin response and
breathing data to trigger an LED guided breathing exercise.

6.1

Prototypes

We used two different prototypes while exploring emotional and
mindfulness activities. We built the first prototype (Figure 5) from
Thomas Kosch’s Galvanic Skin Response powered by Arduino tutorial [58]. We replaced the Arduino UNO open-source electronics
with a Lilypad. But we were using all the other electronic and material components in the tutorial. We modified the code presented
in the tutorial and wrote our own code in Processing to record the
data. The second prototype (Figure 5) included a Lilypad single
LED which we programmed using the Arduino IDE. When the
emotional arousal was low (<80), the LED light would turn blue,

Figure 8: (Left) One side of the punch needle scarf showing
the silicone center; (Middle) LED test of the light and fiber
optic; (Right) Close up of a blue LED and fiber optics in the
final prototype.
The Breathing Scarf worked by collecting real-time data through
our DIY GSR sensor connected to the hand. The design researcher
wore it on her left hand while the scarf was wrapped around her
neck. If the emotional arousal was above a specific threshold(>80),

Breathing Scarf
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Phase 2: Iterative Design Process
Iteration 1

Iteration 2

Iteration 3

Based on POSM-SF and TMD
score, negative emotion:
Anger and fear need further
assistance.

Bodystorming, test different
ways to wear the scarf on the
upper body based on comfort,
safety and wearability.

Sketching the interaction
process of the final prototype.

Layering body map of Fear
and Anger, compare to the
layering body map of all the
Mindfulness practices. The
sensation is around the upper
body. So we design the upper
body in the form of a scarf.

Reflect on the visual
development data and
describe the visual
development image based on
shape, texture, colour, and
material.

Visual development using all
visual data by collage or
sketches.

Choose the preferred
descriptions from shape,
texture, colour and material.

Testing materials based on
the preferred description of
the visual development data.

Testing electronic
components, punch needle
craft and coding.

Making prototype version 3.

Sketches and collages of the
final design.

Figure 6: Showcase how the data from phase one inform the design of the Breathing scarf.

Figure 7: Sketches and collages of the Breathing Scarf.
then the LEDs on the prototype would blink red for a few seconds
to alert her. Then using data from a force sensor connected to the
stomach, the LEDs on the scarf would begin fading in and out in
blue to match the wearer’s breath and encourage the user to pay
attention to their breath. After 30 seconds, the guided ATB exercise
would finish (Figure 12).
The collages informed the design of the final prototype. Red
was a prominent colour sketched during fear and anger emotional
activities, whereas blue was a common colour seen in the mindfulness activities. Therefore, we decided to alert the researcher that

their emotional arousal increased using the colour red but encourage the positive coping strategy of ATB using a softer blue colour.
The design of the LEDs (which look like flowers) were inspired by
the mindfulness sketches to encourage calmness and relaxation.
Rounded shapes are a personal preference of the design researcher
and it helped after both mindfulness and emotionally taxing activities to draw organic flower-like shapes. The findings informed
us that it might be helpful to include weight on the prototype to
support the user during emotional experiences. The final design is
in Figure 12. After the design and crafting of the prototype were
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Categories/ score

The location is very
comfortable

5

5

2

4

4

4

The prototype feels very safe
and secure

4

5

2

5

4

4

The prototype feels very
wearable

5

5

3

2

4

5

Total score

14

15

7

11

12

13

Table 4: Rating six different positions of a scarf on body
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PHASE THREE: EVALUATING THE
PROTOTYPE DURING EMOTIONAL
ACTIVITIES

In phase three Inside-Out Probe Workbook, we removed the stream
of consciousness sketching, textures, and materials because they
were mainly used as a probe to inform the design of the prototype
(Figure 10). The workbook consisted of the stream of consciousness
writing, open-ended questions, and POM-SF scale. We collected
data from the probe for eight days alternating from anger and sad
tasks to mindfulness tasks. The activities ranged from 30 minutes
to 1 hour. A schedule can be seen in Table 5.
8.0.1 Phase Three Inside-Out Probe Workbook Analysis. The first
and second author coded the data from the stream of consciousness
writing and open-ended questions using thematic analysis. The
original codes from phase one data analysis were used and adjusted
as necessary.

Figure 9: Diagram of the microcontroller and sensors on the
Breathing scarf.

complete, the design researcher wore the prototype for eight days
and filled out the phase three Inside-Out Probe Workbook to evaluate the prototype and its impact on her capacity to regulate her
emotions through ATB.

9 PHASE THREE RESULTS
9.1 Key Themes Describing Emotional
Experiences from Phase Three Inside-Out
Probe Workbook
Attention. During the emotional activities in phase three documented in the Inside-Out Probe Workbook, there is an attention
shift that happens during the lived experience between the taskat-hand, overwhelming emotions begin to intensify and then the
activation of the Breathing Scarf assisted in the regulation of the
emotions. Once the scarf was activated, the design researcher noted
an attentional shift to a focus on the breath and it gave them the
ability to stay calm. For example, during day 1, the scarf felt like
"another person" that helped draw their attention away from an
angry emotion and changed their mood to a calmer state. During
the mindfulness activities, the scarf was less active. However, there
was still a focus on the scarf’s warmth and weight. On day 7, during
the mindfulness exercise, the design researcher noted that she felt

Breathing Scarf
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Phase Three Inside-Out Probe Workbook
Emotional Activity Probe Content

Mindfulness Practice Probe Content

Q1. The stream of consciousness writing task: "No rules, no judgement, no grammar…simple write whatever comes to mind. Spend 5 – 10
minutes on this".
Visual data removed for testing the final prototype.

Open-ended questions and Post-Short form of the Profile of mood states (POMS-SF) self-test are the same as Phase One.

Figure 10: The Inside-Out Probe Workbook data collection for phase three

Days

Task

Triggered emotion

Test environment

Prototype version

1

Mindfulness Practice

Calm

Indoor

V3

2

Watch social news for 30 minutes

Anger

Indoor

V3

3

Mindfulness Practice

Calm

Indoor

V3

4

Watch a horror movie for 1 hour

Fear

Indoor

V3

5

Mindfulness Practice

Calm

Indoor

V3

6

Watch horror live game for 1 hour

Fear

Indoor

V3

7

Mindfulness Practice

Calm

Indoor

V3

8

Read criminal case news for 30 minutes

Anger

Indoor

V3

Table 5: Daily Task for Inside-Out Workbook for phase three.

"very warm under the scarf. . . it made [her] feel very safe". The
prototype was triggered on mindfulness day 3. She noted that she
thought there was an issue with the code and tweaked the arousal
levels a bit for the next day.
Body Awareness. During the emotional activities, the core focus
of body awareness was on the upper body. The design researcher
noted during a fear activity on day 4 that she felt the scarf was a
shield and the prototype made her feel safe. Similar sensations were
reported during the mindfulness activities where the pressure and
weight made her focus on their upper body. On day 7 she reported
that the prototype felt like a second skin.
Breathing. The design researcher discussed breathing in the
workbook almost every day. She reported that she "deliberately
adjusted their breath in order to see the [blue] light change." She
found it simple to trigger ATB during the emotionally taxing activities. She also self-reported that she felt more oxygen was entering
her body through deeper breaths.
Emotional Connection. The design researcher reported that she
felt comfortable when the device was triggered during emotional

activities. She felt it was easier to trigger ATB to help regulate their
emotions. During day 8 she noted that she felt "angry, but when
the LEDs light up, [she] noticed [her] emotions and adjusted their
breathing." Even though she did report strong emotions during the
task, it helped them feel "calm before and after the task." During the
mindfulness tasks, the design researcher reported less emotional
experiences during the practice, however, still felt connected to the
prototype.

External Distraction. The research only reported external distraction during emotional activities. She reported she felt more focused
on the task at hand and did not find external distractions distracting.
She only reported noticing the scarf when her arousal increased,
and she needed the support. The design researcher found it easy to
shift between the task, the scarf, and her breath. On day 6 while
watching a horror movie, she reported, "I followed the plot of the
story wondering when something would scare me. At the same
time, I felt physically safe, so I found the experience more exciting
than scary".
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Figure 11: Merged body maps of the mindfulness exercises
(left); merged body maps of the emotional activities (right).
9.1.1 Body Map. The body maps (Figure 11) showed that the core
focus with both the mindfulness and emotional activities was on
the upper body and the diaphragm. Compared with the body maps
from the previous workbook, the central focus is within the body
rather than externally. By looking at the figure of the body map,
we can clearly see that the places that are covered by the scarf are
the core bodily focus. The result suggests that after wearing the
Breathing Scarf, the design researcher experienced less distraction
from the external environment and more of a focus on the body.

9.2

Short Form of Profile of Mood States
(POMS-SF) Phase Three Inside-Out Probe
Workbook

The TMD results showed that the emotional and mindfulness activities had similar scores. The average for emotional activities was
3, while mindfulness had an average of -1.75. Our results demonstrated that by wearing the Breathing Scarf, the design researcher
could better regulate their negative emotions and stay in a more
calm emotional state.

10

DISCUSSION

We discuss a set of design considerations emerging from our study.
In designing for one to support personalized self-regulation strategies, key considerations include designing for personal comfort
and ownership, and individual-over-social meaning-making. We
also reflect upon key concerns in the design research process of the
well-being of the design researcher and their ability to self-regulate
emotions, as well as the ethics of emotion work. The benefits and
limitations of our first-person design research approach to inform
the design of wearable technology to support emotional regulation are discussed, highlighting the value of self-reflection through
journaling and sketching.

10.1

Design considerations for wearable
technologies to support emotional
self-regulation

10.1.1 Design for Personal Comfort. One aspect of the design we
learned early on was that our prototype would not be suitable
for outside use. The design researcher was interested in developing a prototype using LEDs as feedback for alerting them of their
increased emotional arousal. However, when conducting social experiments, she became very nervous in social situations and made
the decision that the prototype would be only used for emotional
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regulation inside the home. There has been a trend in using light
and colour to inform users of changes in their biofeedback data (e.g.,
Hao et al.’s [41] wrist-wrist LED prototype). However, the wires
and bright lights are not common practice in streetwear clothing,
and made them feel as if she were the focus of the public’s attention.
In Phase One, the exaggerated and mechanical appearance of the
prototype version 2 made the design researcher feel very uncomfortable in public spaces. The users in studies by Simm et al. [98]
and Umair et al. [103] reported similar experiences when using their
prototypes in public spaces. The social consequences of the public
display of personal bio data is an important issue. We argue that it
is important for designers and researchers to understand both the
lived experience and use-case scenarios for their design concepts
during the preliminary development of the prototype, to cater for
personal preferences regarding private versus public display of the
user’s bio data.
10.1.2 Designing for Ownership. The design researcher found that
overall the prototype assisted them in regulating their emotions
during emotional activities in the home. She noted consistently that
the prototype felt like a friend that was encouraging them to calm
down during moments of anger or fear – almost as if the prototype
was a second skin. Studies suggest that a sense of ownership can
help reduce negative emotions and are associated with several
indicators of emotional regulation, such as lowering stress response
and the improvement of behavioral self-regulation [11, 52]. In our
study, we found that the process of designing helped the design
researcher feel ownership over the prototype and improved the
experience she had with the device. Giving the ability to customize
and develop their prototype themselves can give the user a sense
of ownership and attachment to the prototype, enhancing feeling
more connected to the technology.
10.1.3 Individual over sociocultural meaning of data display. Common in interface design is the use of standard conventions regarding
the use and meaning of colours. In psychology there has been a
great interest in research in colour preference. Researchers have
found that colour preference is not universal and can greatly vary
between different people, groups and cultures [102]. In Western
society, red is often used to signal danger. However the same colour
can have different meanings depending on the context and culture
[2]. The design researcher purposely choose not to use cultural
conventions for colours. In China (the home country of the design
researcher) the colour red symbolises celebration and good luck. In
our study, it is interesting to point out that the design researcher
did create their own visual language through the sketches that
was then transferred into the visual output of the wearable. The
choice of colours was informed by personal preferences for how
to express emotional experiences during the data collection, rather
than sticking to conventional colour coding.
Given the purpose of the wearable was to support individual
self-regulation of emotions by the wearer, it made sense for the
colour choices of the interactive behavior of the LEDs to be firmly
based on the wearer’s preferences. Unlike the public display of
data, where social meaning and interpretation must be taken into
consideration in design [106], the private visual language of the
user takes precedence. Contrary to typical user interface design
where standardization of interface elements leads to high usability
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Figure 12: The final prototype Breathing Scarf showing different modes of the prototype: (Top) turned off; (Middle) in the
alert mode; (Bottom) in the ATB mode.
across a broad population [77], customized wearable interfaces to
support private display of data and feedback on emotional state can
legitimately be open to mis-interpretation by the general public.
In this context, obscuring personal bio data to public scrutiny is a
valid safety strategy.

10.2

Benefits and limitations of first-person
design research methodology for
emotional self-regulation technologies

10.2.1 Taking care of the well-being of the design researcher. In the
design of our study, we paid particular attention to the structure
of the emotion-triggering activities that the researcher would be
engaging in on a regular basis. We discussed the choice of emotions
to trigger, and how they are triggered. We did not want the design
researcher to experience emotional distress. To mitigate undesirable emotional repercussions, we elected to intertwine emotional
activities with a mindfulness breathing exercise. The ATB exercise helped to calm the practitioner after strong emotion-inducing
activities.
The ethics of emotion work for designers and researchers is
raised by Hook et al. [48]. Not working alone is important for
emotionally taxing design and research work, as the person can be
emotionally vulnerable. As raised by Mah et al. [70], the individual
researcher conducting first-person research on the self requires a
support team to help motivate, debrief and make sense of what they
are doing. In our study, we followed a similar process of regular
meetings with the first and second author to check in on the wellbeing of the researcher, as well as provide guidance and support.

One of the challenges for future research is how to translate
designing for one from the design researcher’s lived emotional
experience to co-designing with a client who wishes to incorporate
an emotional self-regulation practice into a bespoke wearable. Can
we ask clients to experiment with their emotional life and record
their emotional experiences following our methodology, or does
this ask too much of participants? An ethics of care in working
with research participants is advocated by Howard and Irani [47],
and similarly with design clients. One of the motivations for our
first-person design researcher approach is to first test and evaluate
our methods using our own bodies and emotional experiences, prior
to co-designing with clients. In this way, we can carefully make
ethical and methodological choices about what we ask our clients
to do.

10.2.2 Encouraging Self-Reflection. The Inside-Out Probe Workbook
assisted the researcher in documenting subconscious thoughts and
behaviours that were invisible to them previously. The written
reflection has opportunities to enhance the memories that could
otherwise be incorrect or lack detail. In therapy practices, it is
common practice to use journaling to facilitate meaning-making
[65]. Our methodology is grounded in learning theory, especially in
Wolfe and Kolb’s experiential learning theory [109]. In their model,
the researchers emphasize that learning happens through experiences with a period of reflection to gain a deeper understanding of
the process.
Similarly, reflective writing and sketching has been shown to
invoke self-reflection and assist in the development of a personal
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narrative [97]. Sketching helped the design researcher make critical design decisions such as the colors, materials, shapes, and
textures of the prototype. The sketching, textures, and physical
models shifted towards collages, which were iterated to develop
the visuals of the scarf prototype. We encourage other researchers
to implement journaling and sketching into their design process
to understand the lived experience to develop more meaningful
prototypes.
According to Sadka and Antle [89], there are challenges in emotional regulation technology to provide both live feedback and
elements of reflection after the process. Our approach not only
provides in-the-moment feedback for the design researcher when
wearing the Breathing Scarf, but also the Inside-Out Probe provides
moments of reflection after the activity to gain understanding of
emotional patterns of behavior. For the design researcher the probe
provided a structured format for reflecting on what worked well
with the prototype, what environments and experiences the prototype can assist with, and what needs to be iterated in the design.

10.3

Limitations

It is important to emphasize that our first-person research method
is about the lived experience of one researcher. As discussed, we
are aware that the design and prototype might not be transferable to other designers, researchers or users. The intention of the
work is to understand how this method could facilitate the design
and development of a customized piece of wearable technology
to support the individual user. Our method and other related HCI
first-person methods are good tools for preliminary designs of prototypes [23, 76]. Other researchers have recalled that the design
and development of their prototype in first-person research helped
them look at their own practice in a different light. For instance,
Reed and McPherson note that through a first-person account, the
researcher gained the ability to measure and become aware of unconscious actions that become visible while interacting with the
prototype [87]. We also note that the bodymap outline we used
in our study was of a "normal body", which abstracted away the
unique characteristics of an individual’s body. We did discuss this
with the design researcher and she felt the most comfortable using
these neutral outlines. Although it is important to represent all
body types [101], in future studies, we recommend making it an
individual choice option for the design researcher to draw their own
body map outline based on their body type, so that it is represented
in the design process.
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CONCLUSION

Our contributions include a research-through-design case study, a
design research methodology suited to exploring emotional experiences and self-regulation strategies, the Inside-Out Probe Workbook,
and a hand-crafted wearable prototype that embodies the design
considerations. In this paper, we presented our methodology for
conducting first-person autobiographical design research to explore
emotional self-regulation technologies. The methodology is unique
for the intertwining of emotional activities and mindfulness exercises, as a strategy for controlling emotional repercussions for the
design researcher. A core component of the methodology is the
Inside-Out Probe Workbook. It is adapted from Cochrane et al. [15] by
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customizing it for the design space of emotional self-regulation, and
adding designerly sketching activities for reflection and ideation.
The workbook with its journalling and sketching activities helped
probe the design researcher to understand the lived experience of
emotionally challenging daily activities to inform the design process. The hand-crafted prototype The Breathing Scarf to support
emotional self-regulation of the wearer emerged out of the design
process, and embodies the design considerations of designing for
personal comfort, ownership and individual-over-social meaningmaking. Though the methodology is still in its infancy, we see its
potential for designers and researchers to collect first-person data
on the lived experience of emotional life, to better inform the design of wearable technologies for emotional self-regulation and
autonomy over individual health and well-being.
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